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THE BAPTIST WORLD 


In this issue we welcome the BVA Youth News 
as a part of our monthly bulletin. The new asso- 
ciate secretary for youth work, Mr. Robert S. 
Denny, has now taken up residence in Washington. 
But naturally the February issue will be more 
indicative of the change that has taken place than 
the January one. 

Quite a large number of readers have sent in 
their subscription fees, but others have not yet 

gotten around to it. We know that you will not 
want to lose a single issue, so we shall continue 
sending the paper, for a month or two, to all the 
F names at present on our list. But please under- 
stand that the limited budget of the Alliance does 
‘not allow us to send the paper free of charge to 
other persons than those who are receiving it in 
their official capacity with the organization. We 
feel sure that you won’t object to paying the 
dollar we are asking for in 1956 from our friends 
) in Canada and the United States. 

It is a simple fact that the international rates 
of exchange are no true indication of the real 
> purchasing value of a currency. From our friends 
) in the sterling area who will deal with our London 
* ofice, 4 Southampton Row, London W.C. 1, we 
» are therefore asking 3 shillings and 6 pence 
instead of the 7 shillings cited in our previous 
announcement of subscription rates. To those who 
have already paid 7 shillings we promise to apply 
the excess amount to the subscription fee for 1957. 


“Let Us Renew Our Covenant!” 


Such are the words with which our new presi- 
dent greets Baptist people around the world on 
_ the occasion of BWA Sunday, February 5. In the 
special message, destined for publication by our 
Baptist press and for reading in church services on 
that day, Dr. Adams issues a ringing call to 
EVANGELISM, to FELLOWSHIP, to FAITH and to 
"PRAYER. “Surely these words,” he exclaims, “call 
us to greater loyalty and deeper devotion to Christ, 
and to closer co-operation and more zealous labor 
' in our Baptist world fellowship.” 

It is hoped that the message will be used widely 
for reading in churches, and that many will join 
the increasing number of churches that designate 
the fellowship offering on the first Sunday in 
February to the work of the Baptist World 
Alliance. A.T.O. 
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The New Year with BWA 


We are happy that we can begin this new and 
enlarged publication as the new year begins. We 
hope that before the year is over, it can be an even 
finer publication to take the news of the Baptist 
world to all our fellowship. It is good for us to 
know what Baptists in other conventions and 
nations are doing. The more we know about each 
other, the better we can understand each other 
and work together for Christ and his Kingdom. 

We are glad that our Baptist youth news will 
be included in this new and enlarged publication. 
With our youth secretary located in Washington, 
he can work with other members of the staff to 
see that our whole fellowship knows more about 
the work of Baptist young people around the 
world. 

We are glad that Mr. Denny and his secretary, 

Miss Jewell, have come to join our Washington 
staff. We are confident that with his leadership 
and our splendid youth t 
committee, this part of 
our work will continue to 
grow through the years. 
Already plans are under 
way for the next world- 
wide meeting of Baptist 
young people. 

As the new year begins, 
let us renew our covenant 
of prayer with each other. 

Let us pray daily for all 

our Baptist World Fellow- 

ship, that together we may 

measure up to our opportunities and responsi- 
bilities in such a time as this. 


THEODORE F. Apams, President 
Baptist World Alliance 


“Let Us Go Up and Possess It!” 


“On the plains of hesitation bleach the bones 
of countless millions who on the dawn of victory 
sat down to rest and resting died.” We do not 
know who said this but we know what he meant. 

As the children of Israel approached the prom- 
ised land they hesitated. During this period of 
hesitation they nurtured their doubts instead of 
relying upon God’s promise: “Send thou men, 








that they may search the land of Canaan, which 
I give unto the children of Israel.” 

The pessimistic report of the majority did not 
take into account that God had “passed title to 
the promised land to his people.” Too often the 
majority is concerned with its own strength and 
resources forgetting that with God all things are 
possible. 

God’s faithful followers (or leaders) are quite 
often in the minority and often misunderstood. 
But after all this time what a challenge to us 
today to reread the words of Caleb: “Let us go 
up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to 
overcome it!” 

We stand on a foundation that has been fifty 
years in the building by the hands of such archi- 
tects as Maclaren, Clifford, Prestridge, Shake- 
speare, Rushbrooke, Mullins, Truett, and scores 
of others under divine guidance. 

With such heritage and foundation we cannot 
hesitate and take counsel from our fears and 
doubts. Let us go up at once and possess it for 
we are well able to overcome it. 

What is there to possess? Nobody knows until 
he ventures a little further in faith. But from 
where we are, we can envisage possessing greater 
fellowship and inspiration. 

Certainly there is a greater evangelistic oppor- 
tunity than Baptists have ever realized. There 
are needy areas where we may share the physical, 
mental, and spiritual blessings which we possess. 

There is much to be shared and learned from 
others in the best ways of doing God’s work 
through our churches. 

There is a depth of consecration which can be 
“caught on contact” in conferences and fellowship 
tours, as well as in great meetings. 

The world has a right to expect of us a better 
brand of love, for each other as well as for those 
“outside the fold of God,” 
than we have manifested 
so far. 

As we explore these 
areas in faith others will 
open. Who knows what 
God has in store for us 
if we will but commit our- 
selves to him and say 
“Lead on, O King Eternal, 
we follow .. .”! 

Let us say with Paul, 
“I count not myself to 
have apprehended: but 
this one thing I do... I press toward the mark 
for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.” 

Rosert S. Denny, 
Associate Secretary in Charge of Youth Work 
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Welcome, Mr. Denny! 






As members of the Youth Department of the 
Alliance we are grateful indeed that our parent 
body considers the work among youth so importan; 
that it will continue the office of youth secretary. 
ship. And we are glad indeed that you, Mr. Denny, 
have found it to be in accord with God’s way for 
your life to accept the call from the Alliance to 
become youth secretary. 

Your five years as chairman of the youth com. 
mittee have given you a wide experience and a 
good insight into the life of Baptist youth jp 
various parts of the world. Wherever you haye 
been, your very pleasant but firm personality has 
given you friends. Your straightforward, humble 
and sincere Christian faith has created deep 
respect for you personally. And you have proved 
to have a good grasp of the problems we face 
and a constructive Christian mind. 

Your task is great. The years ahead are decisive 
for the place of Christianity in our world. Surely, 
it will not always be easy 
to travel around the globe. 
But the strength of Him 
who is in you will be suf- 
ficient for your day. 

As we welcome you 
most heartily and with 
great expectancy into this 
new area of service, we 
assure you and _ your 
family of our full support 
and our sincere prayers. 
In the sign of the Cross there is victory for us all! 

On behalf of the Youth Department, 


Jort Sorenson, Chairman 
BWA Youth Department 


































Greetings to Bob Denny 


When the members of the BWA Youth Con- 
mittee sat around the table in London last July, 
there was much discussion of the direction in 
which the Youth Department should move during 
the next five years. The committee was extremely 
happy over the progress made under the leader. 
ship of Dr. Joel Sorenson. The committee was 
extremely anxious to find a new youth secretary 
who would continue the excellent work which had 
been started by Joel. From the very beginning 
there was one name which came to the top and | 
remained there—that of Bob Denny, who had s0} 
ably chaired the Committee on Youth Work during | 
the past five years. 

So sure was the committee that Bob was “our 
man,” we left London without presenting an| 
alternate name, even though Bob had not given 
his approval to the new opportunity. Now every 
member of the committee is happy that Bob has 



















consented to move into this important task. We 
on the Administrative Committee extend to him 
our greetings and pledge to him our full support 
during the next five years. : 
Working with young people in times like these 
js a tremendous challenge. Baptist young people, 
especially, have a witness which must be made 
known around the world. During the next few 
years we will be working on plans to bring 
together another great throng of young Baptists 
from every part of the 
earth, but we are also 
conscious that fellowship 
must be strengthened at 
home if it is to be effec- 
tive around the world. 
Certainly the time is 
long overdue when young 
Baptists representing all 
conventions on _ the 
North American continent 
come together to 
strengthen their message 
and mission. Under the 
leadership of Bob Denny this and even greater 
things may be achieved. 
Forrest B. ForpHAM, 
Vice-Chairman, BWA Youth Department; 
Chairman, Administrative Committee of the 
Youth Department; 
Member, BWA Executive Committee 


BWA Received Christmas Greetings 


On December 24, the following cablegram was 
received in the United States: 
Dr. Theodore Adams 
First Baptist Church 
Richmond, Virginia 

All Union Council of Evangelical Christians 
Baptists sends you and Baptist Brotherhood in all 
the world its heartiest Christmas greetings and 
best wishes for the new year. 

(Signed) Jacos Zuwkov, Vice-President 
of the Baptist World Alliance and President 
of the Baptist Union in U.S.S.R. 

ALEXANDER Karev, General Secretary 


On Christmas Day, the reply was sent as 
follows: 

For ourselves and for the Baptists of the world 
we gratefully acknowledge your Christmas greet- 
ings and wish you every blessing in the new year. 

(Signed) THEopore F. Apams, President 
ArNoLtD T. Onrn, Secretary 
Baptist World Alliance 


Exchange of motion pictures of the London 
Congress is invited by a German Baptist who made 
an 8-mm. film story of the Jubilee session, 1955. 
He is Herr H. G. Flickert, Rantzaustrasse 62, 
Hamburg-Wandsbek, Germany. 
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Miss Jessie R. Ford 


The office secretary at 
the Washington _head- 
quarters of the Baptist 
World Alliance for fifteen 
years retired October 1, 
1955, to be succeeded by 
Miss Rowena B. Tingley. 

Prior to her service with 
the Alliance, Miss Ford 
held a similar position 
with the Foreign Mission 
Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention for more than eighteen years. 

In her native city of Richmond, Virginia, Miss 
Ford worked for commercial firms before she 
entered what to her became a missionary service. 
Her pastor, Dr. George W. McDaniel of the First 
Baptist Church there, was instrumental in helping 
her to make her decision. She had refused the 
invitation to join the Foreign Board staff twice 
when the call came again. 

“Jessie,” said Dr. McDaniel, “I think it is your 
duty to accept this position.” 

No one who has had the opportunity of watching 
Miss Ford’s work as the secretary of Dr. Charles 
E. Maddry in Richmond, of Dr. W. O. Lewis or 
the present Alliance Secretary in Washington, 
could ever entertain doubts as to her sense of 
missionary dedication. Ever a devoted and untir- 
ing servant of the cause of her Lord, Miss Ford 
in her retirement is giving generously of her 
wisdom and skills to the work of National Baptist 
Memorial Church. God be thanked for Jessie Ford! 


A.T.O. 





Billy Graham Visiting Asia This Year 


Leaving the United States January 15, the 
Baptist evangelist Billy Graham will fly to India 
for a six-weeks tour of the Orient. His itinerary 
for the three weeks in India is as follows: 

Bombay, January 20; Madras, January 23-25; 
Kottayam, January 27-28; Palamcottah, January 
31 and February 1; Delhi, February 4-6; and 
Calcutta, February 9-10. From February 11 to 26, 
he will hold meetings in Manila, Hong Kong, 
Taipeh, Tokyo, and Seoul. Pastors and mission- 
aries are making arrangements for his large mass 
meetings as well as for conferences with students, 
missionaries and special groups. 

Returning from the Far East in April, Mr. 
Graham and his team will conduct a crusade in 
Richmond, Virginia, beginning April 29; in Okla- 
homa City in June; and in Louisville, Kentucky, 
next October. 

The Protestant Council of the City of New York 
has issued an invitation to Billy Graham to con- 





duct a crusade there for six to eight weeks in 1957. 
Last March at his first appearance in the city, 
22,000 people crowded into Madison Square 
Garden and 10,000 more filled the streets around 
it to hear him. 

In early December, Billy Graham was among 
the leaders in a three-day Congress of Prayer 
held in Washington, D. C. The Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association opened a Washington 
office December 9, in the newly-erected Pennsyl- 
vania Building between the United States capitol 
and the White House. The address is 712 Penn- 
sylvania Building, Washington 4, D. C. 


Baptist Women to Meet in °56 


In the afterglow of the Golden Jubilee meeting 
Baptist women throughout the world have been 
busy doing their part to promote the ideals and 
aims of the Baptist World Alliance. 

Through our Women’s Department we are 
gradually building a closer fellowship. Through 
personal and written word we are becoming more 
informed about the work in every land. Each 
succeeding report demonstrates growing interest 
in and understanding of our global task. With 
such knowledge we can be more intelligent in 
our praying for each other. Our Baptist Day of 
Prayer, the first Friday in December, was ob- 
served in many parts of the world. 

During 1956 the following meetings will be held: 

April—Pacific Islands Baptist women in Tokyo 

May—European Baptist women in Zurich 

June—Australian Baptist women (place to be 
chosen ) 

July—African Baptist 

women in Ede, Nigeria 
July — Latin-American 

Baptist women in Lima 
We trust you will pray 
for these Baptists as they 
meet. Baptist women have 
an unprecedented privi- 
lege to witness in our day 
and generation. It is our 
hope that this witness may 
be true and compelling. 
As “Workers Together” 
with “hand on the spade 
and heart in the sky” we turn to meet the chal- 

lenges of the new day! 

Mrs. Georce R. Martin, Chairman 

BWA Women’s Department 


American Magazines Publicize Russian Visits 


Following the full-length story on Baptists in 
the December 5 issue of Time Magazine, other 
articles in popular American magazines have 
dealt with Baptists, especially Americans visiting 
the Baptists of Russia. The December 10 issue 
of the Saturday Evening Post published one en- 


titled, “I Went Preaching Through Russia,” by 
Dr. V. Carney Hargroves of Germantown, Penn. 
sylvania, one of the four Baptist ministers who 
spent two weeks among Russian Baptists las 
August. It is a personal-experience feature ar. 
ticle, well illustrated with news photographs. 

In Look Magazine, January 10, 1956, appears 
an article by an Associate Justice of the U. S, 
Supreme Court, William O. Douglas, entitled 
“Religion in the Godless State.” The last quarter 
of this story is devoted to evidence of what he 
calls “the indestructibility of religion in Russia,” 
found in the Baptist church at Tashkent, a full 
description of his experience in the Sunday eve. 
ning service. The official was accompanied by 
young Robert Kennedy, whose story was published 
in the October 21 issue of U. S. News and World 
Report. 


Baptists of America Plan for 150th 
Anniversary 


“A worthy celebration in 1964 of the third 
jubilee or 150th anniversary of organized Baptist 
work on the national level” in the United States 
is the goal of a five-year program “of witness and 
work” to begin in 1959, under the auspices of the 
major Baptist bodies of the United States and 
Canada. 

Meeting in Chicago December 8 were repre- 
sentatives of the Southern, National, American and 
other Baptist conventions, along with specialists 
in evangelism, to plan the united effort. They 
represented about 14,500,000 Baptists, and they 
expect three other Baptist conventions to partic- 
ipate in the program, bringing a total of about 
18,000,000 church members into the effort. 

Dr. C. C. Warren, president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention and pastor in Charlotte, North 
Carolina; Dr. Joseph H. Jackson, president of the 
National Baptist Convention, U.S.A., Inc., and 
pastor in Chicago; Frank A. Nelson, president of 
the American Baptist Convention, industrialist of 
Racine, Wisconsin; and Walter W. Grosser, mod- 
erator of the North American Baptist General 
Conference, an insurance executive of Oak Park, 
Illinois, were leaders in the conference. 

Tentative plans call for an emphasis upon evan- 
gelism in 1959, Bible teaching and Baptist witness 
in 1960, stewardship and enlistment in 196], 
church extension and leadership training 1962; 
world missions 1963; and the jubilee celebration 


_ 1964. 


This date will mark the sesquicentennial of the 
first triennial convention of Baptists held in 
Philadelphia in 1814, the first example of Baptist 
co-operative effort on a national scale in North 
America. A co-operative celebration of that anni- 
versary may be possible if the Southern and 
American Baptist Conventions can hold their 
annual sessions in the same city at the same time. 
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Burmans Build Church at Myitkyina 


The upper floor of a prewar school dormitory 
building was the only place available for services 
when the government of Burma restored the 
Myitkyina compound to the Baptist Mission in 
1947. It easily accommodated the thirty or forty 
who attended Sunday morning service regularly, 
but when the Kachin Baptist School was reopened 
in 1948 and when in 1950 Thra Tha Loo assumed 


the leadership of the congregation, Myitkyina — 


Baptist Church found it no longer adequate. Even 
the hall of the main school building, which was 
erected in 1949, was often filled to overflowing 
by the services. The rate of growth for several 
years has been thirty to fifty members, and last 
March, forty-four new members were baptized at 
one time—the Irrawaddy River at the edge of the 
compound serving as baptistry. The new converts 
included Kachin, Burmese, Karen, and Chinese 
people. 

At last, the church voted to erect a stone house 
of worship to be called the “Geis Memorial 
Church” in honor of the missionary founder of 
the Myitkyina mission. Ground was broken early 
in February. Students volunteered to dig the 
foundations, then villagers joined them. From 
March until June workmen from Christian villages 
came in bands of twenty-five, bringing their own 
tice, to work without pay for one week. They 
fnished the digging, and laid the concrete foun- 
dation. The gasoline-powered mixer which had 
been expected was not available: all the concrete 
had to be mixed by hand, 25 cubic feet at a time, 
to a total of 11,000 cubic feet for an over-all 
foundation of 120 x 40 feet, and 714 feet deep. 

Economical construction was a necessity. Teak 
was secured free of royalty. Roof trusses of war 
surplus American army hangar steel are planned. 
Volunteer labor is still in use. For a cobblestone 
fnish to the building, the banks of the Irrawaddy 
afford an ample supply of river stone. 

The pastor after five years’ service accepted 
the call to teach at the Divinity School at Insein, 
and the church secured as his successor U Po Pe, 
son of the former headmaster of the Baptist school 
in Bhamo. The church now needs its pastor’s full 
time for preaching and pastoral work. 


Santiago, Chile, Has Baptist Temple 


The First Baptist Church of Chile’s capital city 
formally dedicated its imposing new house of 
worship in the heart of Santiago October 30. 
President Honorio Espinoza of the Chilean Bap- 
tist convention, who is also president of the 
Baptist seminary and a vice-president of the Bap- 
tist World Alliance, preached the dedication 
sermon. Representatives of other churches in the 
city and two Congressmen were among the 1800 
worshippers who filled the aisles, windows, choir 
loft and even the baptistry during that service. 
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Missionary John Parker and the Rev. Gustavo 
Lopez are serving as pastors of the church. The 
new building is distinguished by its architectural 
beauty, attracting to its services many new people 
of the city. It was made possible by the Jarman 
Foundation, Nashville, Tennessee, U.S.A. 

The week following the dedication was devoted 
to evangelistic services, with the Rev. Oscar 
Docmac, pastor of Valparaiso First Church, as 
guest preacher. Sixty professions of faith resulted. 

A new Baptist church was organized Novem- 
ber 6 in Barrancas, Santiago suburb, making a 
total of nine Baptist churches in the capital area. 
The growth of the churches has attracted general 
attention, with considerable favorable response 
from the Catholic population. 


Meet a BWA Vice-President 


James Tanimola Ayo- 
rinde, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Lagos, Nigeria, 
West Africa, since 1948, 
was born of _ heathen 
parents at Abeokuta, Ni- 
geria, in 1907. He be- 
came a Christian and was 
baptized in 1919. After 
primary education in 
Abeokuta, he attended 
the Baptist College and 
Nigerian Baptist Theolog- 
ical Seminary, then taught in the Baptist Boys’ 
High School, 1928-38. He entered Virginia Union 
University in Richmond (U.S.A.) 1938; was 
graduated with B.A. degree in 1940. He received 
his M.A. degree, Oberlin (Ohio) College, 1942, 
and was awarded a D.D. degree by Virginia 
Union in 1953. He was college minister at Morris 
College, Sumter, South Carolina, 1943-45; and 
pastor, Owu Baptist Church, Abeokuta, 1946-48. 
Dr. Ayorinde was president of the Nigerian Bap- 
tist Convention, 1950-55, and has been a member 
of the BWA Executive Committee since 1947. 
Mrs. Ayorinde has spoken at several BWA Con- 
gresses. They have no children. 








Spurgeon’s Church Rejoins Baptist Union 


The Metropolitan Tabernacle of London was 
accepted for membership in the Baptist Union of 
Great Britain and Ireland at the last meeting of 
that Union’s Council, upon official application 
after a sixty-eight-year breach. The full story 
appears in the December 1 issue of The Baptist 
Times, under the name of Seymour J. Price. 

“The Down Grade Controversy,” which disturbed 
the fellowship of British Baptists for many years, 
can now take its place as simple history. The 
church traces its origin to the year 1719 when 











under the leadership of Dr. John Gill it held 
its services in a meeting house in Goat Yard, 
Horsleydown. Dr. Gill was pastor for more than 
fifty years. His successor remained for over 
sixty years. He was the Dr. John Rippon who 
dreamed 150 years ago of a Baptist world con- 
gress in London. It was in his church in Carter 
Lane that the Baptist Union held its organizational 
meeting. That building was sacrificed to the 
new London Bridge, and a house of worship in 
New Park Street was acquired. 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon, only nineteen years 
of age, reached London in December, 1853, and 
in Mr. Price’s words, “nothing was ever the same 
again.” He was called to what is now Metro- 
politan Tabernacle; it outgrew first one building, 
then another; and the Tabernacle, erected on the 
site near the Elephant and Castle, was dedicated 
in May 1861, free of debt—at a total expendi- 
ture of £31,332. Spurgeon launched the college 
which soon celebrates its centennial, the orphan- 
age, the almshouses, mission stations, evening 
classes, and even his own foreign missions. 
Spurgeon died January 31, 1892. He was a very 
sick man when the misunderstanding arose that 
ended in the withdrawal of the Tabernacle Church 
from the Baptist Union in 1887. 

The Tabernacle was destroyed by fire at one 
time; bombs destroyed the building which re- 
placed it; and the third Tabernacle is about to be 
built on the same site. The church is smaller in 
numbers than it was in Spurgeon’s day, but it 
faces the future with courage and a new sense of 
strength in the fellowship of British Baptists. 


Swedish Baptists Visit Russia, America 


The All-Union Council of Evangelical Christians 
Baptists of the U.S.S.R. has extended an invitation 
to six Swedish Baptist leaders to pay a two-weeks’ 
visit to Russian Baptists early in 1956. 

The six are: the Rev. Ruben Swedberg, presi- 
dent of the Baptist Union; Dr. Erik Ruden, general 
director of the Baptist Union; the Rev. Eric 
Strutz, secretary of foreign missions; Professor 
Dr. Gunnar Westin, vice-president of the Baptist 
Union and former BWA vice-president; the Rev. 
Arvid Svard, editor of the denominational weekly; 
and Dr. Joel Sorenson, pastor of the First Baptist 
Church of Stockholm and former BWA Youth 
Secretary. 

Westin, Ruden and Sorenson are members of 
the Executive Committee of the Alliance. 

An outstanding Baptist evangelist of Sweden has 
been invited to the United States by the Baptist 
General Conference of America (originally the 
Swedish-American Conference) for a three-months’ 
evangelistic tour of Conference churches, begin- 
ning in January. He is the Rev. Aron Anderson, 
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who worked for several years’ as a missionary jy 
the Belgian Congo. “Aron,” as everybody calk 
him in Sweden, may be available after his 90-day 
tour for visits to churches in other America 
Baptist bodies. He speaks English well. 
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Venezuela Has Eleven Churches in Decai 





chu 
twe 
Ch 
nin 
re 





The Baptists of Colombia are responsible {; 
the Baptist Convention of Venezuela, which wa 
organized in August, 1951. The Rev. Julio Moro 
and his wife were sent by Colombian Baptists 
Caracas in September, 1945. A missionary coupk 
of the Southern (USA) Baptist Convention, ap 
pointed for Colombia, were transferred to Ven. 
zuela in 1949, to foster evangelical missions in ¢. 
operation with the Colombian couple. 

Today the Baptist churches of Verfezuela, eleven 
in number, have a membership of 500 with 50) 
more “believers” affiliated with the Sunday schook 
and other phases of church life. Each church and 
both of the two missions have national pastors, 
and four of the eleven churches are self-supporting 
Six of the pastors are ordained. 

Senor Ramon Mejias R., pastor of the Baptist 
Church in Acarigua, is president of the Venezuelan 
Baptist Convention this year, and the annual 
session will be held August 21-26 in Maracaibo, 
Venezuelan Baptists have a monthly publicatio 
entitled Luminar Bautista, a regular radio pro. 
gram, and a Baptist book store. Three Southem 
Baptist missionary couples are at work in Vene- 
zuela. 

“Please pray for a Baptist Venezuela,” is the 
request of the correspondent, Senor Efraim Silva 
Ovalles, pastor, First Baptist Church, Maracaibo. 
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Floods Burden Missionaries in Pakistan 





The Australian Baptist gives details of the dis 
astrous floods in East Pakistan last October. Ac. 
cording to Missionary E. T. Laxton, acute shortage 
of food is expected. “The rice crop was lost in 
most places, then seedlings planted as the flood 
went down were also lost.” The Baptist Mission 
held a conference, and money was made available “4 
for more seedlings, until about 600 families were 







Z A : se 
helped to put in a winter crop of rice. 
66. ” Te 
At Nalchapra, a “water spout” tore through the st 
village, demolishing the church and the new 
Middle English School building erected last year.) p 
At Birisiri, the missionary reports the most 
severe flood in his memory, the damage made 
worse by a big landslide which put an unprece| '€ 
dented amount of silt into the water. ag 
The government of Pakistan will not allov| dt 
Church World Service to bring in rice, according cl 
W 


to the report, and the Australian Mission will 
make an appeal for food for flood victims in that 
field. 









Welsh Evangelists Now in New Zealand 


cal} The Rev. Ivor Powell and Mrs. Powell of Wales, 
)-dayf after a successful four-year evangelistic campaign 
‘icant jn South Africa and four years of service to Aus- 
tralia, are now ministering to the people of New 
Zealand. 
ad After two one-week crusades in suburban 
churches of Wellington, the Powells conducted a 
for} two-week evangelistic meeting in Central Baptist 
wat Church in the capital city, with the Sunday eve- 
oro ning services in the City Hall. The congregations 
$ yf grew from 600 to a final 2,300, with large numbers 
ipkf of converts. The baptismal services strained the 
apf facilities of Central Church, which was originally 
nef the home of a Christian Science church, and never 
cf completely adapted to the needs of a Baptist 
church. 
ven) Orakei and Manurewa also had evangelistic 
500f crusades under Ivor Powell’s leadership. On one 
ok} occasion he showed his motion picture of Baptist 
ind} work in New Guinea. Non-Baptists were among 
rs,| those present, and this group took up an offering 
of £252/10/0 for Mr. Powell to deliver to the 
missionaries. Many adults in these meetings ac- 
cepted Christ as Saviour. 


ry in 





Students from Abroad Entertained 


.f American Baptist organizations took advantage 
om} of the Thanksgiving holiday, traditionally the last 
0-| Thursday of November, to befriend international 
m} students enrolled in local schools and colleges. 
e| Woman’s Missionary Union of Mississippi was 
hostess to 67 young men and women attending ten 
e} schools of that state from Thursday afternoon until 
4} Saturday morning at Camp Garaywa near Jackson, 
»| the state capital. A talent parade of the countries 
| was a feature of the “house party.” 
The Departments of Baptist Student Work of 
, Tennessee and Kentucky sponsored an Interna- 
tional Student Retreat for the same dates at 
.| Mammoth Cave National Park hotel. The 61 stu- 
| dents from outside continental U.S.A. represented 
many cultures and several faiths, and 30 nations 
|} of the world. Discussions included such topics as: 
“The approach to Belief—Reason and Revelation,” 
“The Gospel Records—Valid or Invalid?” and 
“The Big Question—Who Is Jesus?” Each over- 
seas guest was asked ito write an evaluation of the 
retreat, giving the leaders some highly significant 
statements of appreciation. 


—— 


Baptist Deaconesses Met in London 


Unmarried women dedicated to the work of 
teaching, nursing, care of children, care of the 
aged, and missions overseas held a conference 
during the Jubilee Congress in London, to ex- 
change ideas and challenge each other in their 
work as deaconesses. 

The Deaconess Order began in England among 
Baptists in 1890, and today 57 Baptist deacon- 





esses are on active duty, 15 working closely with 
pastors and 40 serving churches without pastors. 
Australia reported eight deaconesses in service 
with nine in training for overseas work. 
“Germany is the country of deaconesses,” one 
visitor declared, stating that the country has 
48,000 Protestant deaconesses, 750 of them Bap- 
tists. The movement began there in 1887. Long 
black dress and white starched cap is the habit 
worn. In Holland deaconess work began in 1938, 
largely with the help of German women, and there 
are now eight deaconesses. The United States 
has no deaconess movement although many single 
women are dedicated to Christian service. 


Oklahoma Baptists plan to build a $15,000,000 
medical center at Oklahoma City. On a 60-acre 
tract of land a 500-bed hospital, a home for aged, 
nurses’ home, staff housing, a technical and pro- 
fessional center, and an “atomic” medical labora- 
tory will be built. A church will occupy three of 
the 60 acres. 


Cleveland Congress Speaker Dies 


Dr. Edwin McNeill Poteat of Raleigh, North 
Carolina, who addressed the Baptist World Alli- 
ance at its session in the ball park in Cleveland, 
1950, died December 17 at the age of 63. He was 
pastor of Pullen Memorial Baptist Church. He 
had been a missionary to China, a seminary presi- 
dent, a pastor, a poet, an orator, a musician and 
composer, and the author of a dozen books. He 
was a member of one of the most distinguished 
Baptist families in America. 


BWA Youth Chairman (formerly Youth Secre- 
tary) Joel Sorenson of Stockholm is author of a 
book Vart Gar Asien? (“Which Way Asia?”) 
based upon his impressions during his tour of 
Baptist centers in 1955. Written in Swedish, it 
is available from the publishers: Westerbergs, 
Klarabergsgatan 50, Stockholm, Sweden. 


Ming C. Chao, ordained a preacher by the First 
Baptist Church of Shanghai in 1947, and educated 
in Baptist schools and seminaries in China and the 
U.S.A., has been appointed secretary of the 
Thailand Agency of the American Bible Society at 
Bangkok. A naturalized American citizen, he has 
worked in the Society’s Translations Department 
since 1953. 


Colleges and universities related to the Amer- 
ican Baptist Convention received $9,180,400 from 
the Ford Foundation December 12. The 22 schools 
benefitted are Bates, Benedict, Bishop, Bucknell, 
Carleton, Chicago, Colby, Denison, Eastern, 
Florida Normal, Franklin, Hillsdale, Kalamazoo, 
Keuka, Linfield, Morehouse, Ottawa, Redlands, 
Shaw, Spelman, Virginia Union, and William 
Jewell. 














Forty years of faithful mission work in Palwal, 
Punjab, with almost no results, yielded five men 
and three women converts (wives of three of the 
men) last Easter. Baptized at the same time were 
five girls from the mission school. The Baptist 
Missionary Society (British) is at work in the 
Punjab, India. 


Baptist laymen of Texas in annual convention 
protested the sale of intoxicating beverages on 
commercial airliners, as “an evil and offensive 
practice which endangers the lives of those who 
travel by air and those who operate the planes.” 
The resolution also stated that this practice 
“makes barmaids out of the airline stewardesses.” 


When the Rev. Santiago Canclini of Central 
Baptist Church, Buenos Aires, Argentina, held a 
series of five meetings at the Baptist Church in 
Alicante, Spain, on his way home from the BWA 
Congress, 44 persons professed their faith and 
joined the church. 


A blind Baptist minister, the Rev. Ralph Mon- 
tanus of College Point, New York, is founder and 
president of the Gospel Association for the Blind, 
a non-denominational agency now more than ten 
years old. In addition to providing tracts, Bible 
portions, Sunday school lessons, and inspirational 
articles in Braille, the Association has now ap- 
pointed a blind missionary, Miss Catherine Har- 
din, to Antigua, British West Indies, to teach 
Braille to sightless persons. 


Central Philippine University of Iloilo City, in 
celebrating its golden anniversary in September, 
cited Mrs. Charles H. Sears and Dr. Elmer A. 
Fridell of the American Baptist Convention for 
their “unselfish devotion to humanity and to the 
causes for which this institution was established.” 
Both have carried administrative responsibility for 
foreign mission work in the Philippine Islands. 


Chief of German refugee resettlement of Bap- 
tists, the Rev. Harold C. Bonell of Stuttgart, has 
accepted the pastorate of First Baptist Church, 
Nashua, New Hampshire, U.S.A. He worked with 
the BWA Relief Committee in Europe during the 
past year. 


A Congo Baptist preacher’s son, Remy Malu- 
tama, completed three years of advanced study in 
Belgium last July, and was given his diploma of 
“Regent, Section Literaire.” It was announced 
that he had passed “brilliantly.” Native of Banza 
Manteke, he is a product of churches and schools 
fostered by the American Baptist Foreign Mission 
Society. 


The governors of the 48 states of the United 
States are largely members of Protestant churches. 
Seven are Baptists, twelve are Methodists, ten are 
Episcopalians. 
















Otto Nallinger, BWA refugee worker at Stuy. 
gart immediately after the war, has resigned 4 
secretary of South Dakota Baptists to becom 
assistant director of the Department of Theolog 
ical Education of the Board of Education, Amer. 
ican Baptist Convention, New York City. 










The statisticians of American Religious Bodig 
elected J. P. Edmunds of the Southern Baptis 
Convention’s Department of Statistics (Nashville 
Tennessee) new president of their Association, 
This body is urging the U. S. Commerce Depar. 
ment to conduct a religious census in 1956. 








Southern Baptists (U.S.A.) appointed 104 for. 
eign missionaries for lifetime service during 1955, 






































The Foreign Board, Richmond, Va., now main} ™ 
tains 511 schools, 23 seminaries, 48 hospitals, lin 
clinics, and dispensaries, nine publishing centers, } ‘? 
and a staff of 1,025 men and women in 35 countries, 2 
‘ 
Buenos Aires (Argentina’s) International Bap. : 
tist Theological Seminary has a student body} ¢g 
which includes citizens of Uruguay, Paraguay, 
Bolivia, Chile, Peru, and Brazil as well as Argen-} 1: 
tina. The racial and national background of the } lo 
student body includes Spanish, Italian, German, } 3 
Russian, Guarani Indian, French, U.S.A., Arabian, | ¥ 
Turkish, and Canadian elements. t 
ir 
Calcutta’s National Library staged a display ; 
last year entitled “The Carey Exhibition of Early ” 
Printing and Fine Printing.” An article on Indian | q 
typography was contributed by Norman A. Ellis} 
of the Baptist Mission Press, and examples of the | {] 
work of William Carey, Joshua Marshman, and} 0 
William Ward, furnished by the Serampore Press, | | 
were on exhibit. It was a tribute to “the pioneer 
efforts of giants like William Carey, who, with} ! 
the help of tireless workers like Panchanan} ° 
Karmakar and Monahar, made Indian language d 
printing a reality.” 
I 
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